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Phil (Rubber) Wilkinson
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CONCRETING

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE Lic
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116House Pads   Footing   Shed Floors  Paths
All Aspects of Concreting   Bobcat Hire

Lic

0419 846 109

• KITCHENS • WALL UNITS 
• WARDROBES • VANITY UNITS

Full kitchen renovations
No Obligation Free Quotes

Caddy Road, Barmera
Lic. No GL50530

Phone: (08) 8588 3388
Mob: 0408 086 884, Fax: 8588 1166

S
M

2355

• Rural • Domestic • Equine • Commercial  
• Panel Doors • Roller Doors • Verandahs

 • Carports • Patios

Phone 8584 5022  
Email admin@riverlandsheds.com
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Contact Trevor

0412 909 437
Based in Berrian
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SPECIALISING IN:

New homes

Renovations

Additions

Insurance work

Bld 56566

Building
on local
strength
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• Sheds • Verandahs • Welding

• Structural Steel • Steel Sales
Phone 8582 1120  -  0418 734 881

1384 Old Sturt Highway, Berri SA 5343

Lic Bld 179804
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View our products and services online @
www.riverlandpowdercoaters.com.au

Call us today for a FREE QUOTE

Custom made tubular fences, gates and balustrades
all locally made in the Riverland

CREATIVE ROOFING SYSTEMS
Vic & Lyn Moldovan

Builders Lic No GL021418 GL58082

• New Roofing & Re-Roofing
• Centenary Carports & Verandahs

• Roller Doors - Supply only or Supply & Erect
NO OBLIGATION FREE QUOTES

Ph: (08) 8582 3231, Fax: (08) 8582 2979
Mobile: 0418 839 654A
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For advertising in our 
Trades and Services 

Directory please 
contact your advertising 

consultant at

Weekly, Fortnightly and 
Monthly Options Available

Phone 8586 8000

Trades       Services&
Ice Tech’s John 

Mutton has more 
than 30 years’ experi-
ence in refrigeration 
and air conditioning 
and offers a broad 
range of services 
across the Riverland.

John’s commercial 
refrigeration services 
include sales, installa-
tion, repairs and servic-
ing of cool and freezer 
rooms, ice machines, 
display cabinets and 
chilled water plants.

On the home front, 
Ice Tech can supply, 
install and repair air 
conditioners, whether 
ducted or split systems, 
with servicing made 
easy by their large 
range of parts.

John offers free 
quotes for installation 
of new systems and is a 
dealer for major brands 
Breeze Air, Braemar, 
Cool Air and Fujitsu.

Ice Tech is proudly 
Riverland owned and 
operated, and John 
always offers prompt, 
efficient and reliable 
service to customers, 
including a 24-hour, 

seven-day availability.
For more informa-

tion about how Ice 
Tech can meet your 
domestic or commer-
cial needs, call John on 
0418 895 863 or after 
hours on 8595 5330.

your business in the

SPOTLIGHT

 CONTACT: Ian or Judy on 8583 5429 or 0408 835 429. 

From landscaping to 
d e m o l i t i o n  w o r k  a n d 
rubbish removal, Riverland 
I n d e p e n d e n t  B a c k h o e 
Service has it all.

Domestic and commercial cli-
ents across the region can access 
a wide range of earthmoving 
equipment through this well-
established business.

With around 14 years of expe-
rience in the industry, owners Ian 
and Judy Knight pride themselves 
on offering a one-stop shop for 
locals.

Services include rubbish, 
vine and tree removal, along 
with demolitions, hole boring, 
septic tank excavations, trench-
ing, levelling and preparation for 
concreting.

The business also stocks land-
scaping supplies and has bobcats, 
backhoes and tippers available 
for hire.

For more information, includ-
ing a no-obligation quote at 
competitive prices, contact Ian 
on 0408 835 429 or the office on 
8583 5429.

Accessible and approachable

Riverland Independent Backhoe Service owners 
Ian (pictured) and Judy Knight offer a wide range of 
services, including yard excavations, for domestic 
and commercial clients across the region.

Riverland Independent 
Backhoe Service

Ian and Judy Knight
Ph: 8583 5429   M: 0408 835 429

VINE REMOVAL CALL NOW

BOBCAT, BACKHOE AND TIPPER HIRE
• Landscape supplies
• Septic tank excavations
• Trenching
• Demolition
• vine and rubbish removal
• Hole boring
BLD178 184, BLD 178 185
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By Dr ANNE JENSEN

A mass of black box seedlings 
on the Lower Murray floodplain in 
South Australia – the most significant 
regeneration since the 1993 flood – has 
river ecologists excited.

Black box trees (Eucalyptus largiflorens) 
mark the outer limits of the floodplains of 
the Murray-Darling Basin, in locations natu-
rally flooded once every five to 10 years.

However, river regulation and water diver-
sions mean that black box communities at 
higher elevations on the floodplain have not 
been flooded since the mid-1970s.

Successful regeneration of black box is 
associated with moderate river floods of 
greater than 80,000 ML per day spreading 
across the floodplains, and coinciding with 
more than 300mm of annual rainfall.

Suitable floods occurred in 1931,
1946-47, 1955-56, 1973-75 and 1989-1993, 
but most of the current surviving regenera-

tion dates from the 1955-56 floods.
Regeneration on the Chowilla floodplain 

after the 1993 flood did not survive, except 
in a few small patches along the Ral Ral 
Creek anabranch near Renmark.

A small patch of black box regeneration 
from the 1970s floods is thriving on Clarks 
Floodplain at Bookpurnong.

The flood peak of 90,000 ML per day in 
February 2011 has left a legacy of a mass of 
black box regeneration in the Lower Murray 
River valley.

Tens of thousands of seedlings are now 
100-1000mm high, growing wherever mature 
black box communities were flooded. These 
seedlings face the challenge of survival 
through their first two summers, when avail-
able moisture will be limited.

Environmental water provided by the 
Commonwealth Environmental Water 
Holder is being applied by the Water for 
Nature initiative of Nature Foundation SA, 
in conjunction with irrigator groups, local 
councils and community groups, at multiple 

sites in the Riverland. It is being applied 
using irrigation that will increase the chances 
of these seedlings surviving to maturity and 
becoming the next generation of black box 
trees – sometimes called the guardians of the 
floodplains.

Black box trees are very slow-growing, 
salt and drought tolerant, and reliant on inter-
mittent floods to create germination events.

It has been calculated that black box com-
munities in the Lower Murray are germinat-
ing at less than one-third the rate required to 
replace themselves.

These seedlings are particularly precious, 
as they represent the best chance in three 
decades for survival of the next generation of 
black box.

If you know of any patches of 2011 black 
box seedlings (or examples of regeneration 
from earlier floods), please send details of 
the location and a photo if possible to Dr 
Anne Jensen of the Water for Nature com-
mittee (at ajensen@internode.on.net).

The information will be used to assess the 

extent of the current regeneration event and 
to monitor survival rates.

 Dr Anne Jensen is an environmental consultant 
with a long and passionate interest in the River 
Murray and wetland environments in Australia. 

Her projects have covered most wetlands in South 
Australia and across the Murray-Darling Basin, as 

well as case studies in Denmark and Canada.

A new generation of floodplain guardians

Work has started on a 
Commonwealth-funded 
biodiversity project at 
Noora Basin near Loxton.

The project, which is being 
delivered by Environments by 
Design, will see the site reveg-
etated, ripped for planting, con-
trolled for weeds, and seeded.

Environments by Design’s 
Wayne Brown said the project 
was important to the region’s 
farmers and the environment.

“It will provide renewal 
of native species on a large 
scale, something that is needed 
as the existing mallee ages 
and dies and climate change 
impacts  on the exis t ing 

landscape,” he said.
The project was strongly 

supported by local farmers and 
SA Field and Game Associa-
tion.

In all 300 hectares will be 
planted or protected in 2014, 
which adds to the 150 hectares 
planted in 2013.

Revegetation project under way

Trees being planted as part of a revegetation project at Noora Basin near Loxton.

Healthy dense black box regeneration 
at Thiele Flat upstream of Loxton is more 
than 50 cm tall and growing vigorously.        
                     PHOTO: Anne Jensen


